Galatians 6:1 reads: “Brethren, if a man is overlaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of genileness.” But how do you know if you're
spiritual or not? And once you do know, how do you go about “restoring” your

hat does it really mean to
be ‘“spiritual”? “'Spiritu-
lity” c¢an mean different
things to different people. Some
think the mark of a spiritual person
1s somber clothing — black suit,
white shirt (maybe with the collar
rurned around backwards)., and

rk square-toed shoes. To others,
the mark of real spirituality is a cer-
tain type of speech, liberally laced
with expressions like “‘thine.”
“thou.” *“brother and sister,” and
“Praise the Lord.” Others feel that a
truly “‘spiritual™ person is one who
would never laugh too much.
The Bible Definition. But are these
outward signs marks of real spiritu-
ality? What is the Bible’s definiticn?
Romans 3:6 reads: “To set the mind
: . the flesh 15 death, but to ses the
© mind on the Spirit iy life and peace.
For the mind that is set on the flesh
ts hostile 1o God: 1t does not submit
to God’s [aw, indeed 1t cannot: and
those who are in the flesh cannot
please God. But you are not in the
flesh, you are in the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God really dwelis in you.”

Notice, te “set the mind on the
iesh s death,” bur o set the mind
on the Spirit is life and peace.” In
other words, to be physically
minded, to think lLike the average,
normal run-of-the-mill human
being, is death. As Proverbs 14112
and 10:25 state, “There 15 a way
which seems right to a man, but its
end is the way to death.” But in
conlrast, to “set the mind on the
Spirit,” to be truly spiritual, is te live
inaway that produces life.

But how dees one go about pro-
ducing life? Is there an example to
follow?

B

erring brother?

We would all have to admit that

if anyone in the whole of human
history was spiritizal, that someone
was Jesus Christ. He was spirituzl
when He watked this earth in the
flesh and is now spiritual in Bis to-
tality. Christ anncunced that His
purpese, His reason for being here,
was so that we could “have fife, and
have it abundantly” (Jechn 10:10).
Christ’s whole intent, His whole
purpose and minisiry, was te do the
things that produced life for others.
His life was “an example, that you
should follow in his steps™ (I Peter
2:21). So a truly spiritual person wiil
follow Chpist — and do the things
that preduce life in himself and
others.
The Practical Application. But what
exactly was Christ’s approach?
What specific things is a person sup-
posed to do to produce this kind of
life? 1t has a lot 10 do with how one
relates to other human beings who
have faults und shortcomings.

And who is utterly without faults?
Human beings. secing a person with
a fault, don’t often react with total
spirituality. The natural reaction is
not to consider how to help this per-
son do the things that produce tife —
far from it!

Suppose you or | come across a’

person who has a fault; not a minor
fault like clipping his fingernails in
church when he ought to be listen-
ing, but a really big one. Maybe he
drinks too much, or is a fornicator,
or a thief, or maybe he stretches the
truth, or is the worst gossip who ever
bit air. You know what the natural
FeSpOHSC to SUC]I d pEfSOH [Cl’lds 10
be? A feeling of superiority —
thoughts like “Fm above that kind
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of thing!” Indignation. Loocking
down the nose. Disgust, Avoidance.
Even loathing and hatred — or joy
in finding another juicy tidbit to
pass along the grapevine.

To illustrate the point: Say there
is in your neighborhood or your
church congregation a young lady,
perhaps a teenage girl. She has been
going out with the wrong crowd,
perhaps drinking too much, and
she’s gotten herself in trouble.

What is your reaction? Would it be
hard for you to accept someone like
that? Could you treat her just like
you would any other Christian sister
who has sinned (and how many
human beings do you know who
haven't?). Now maybe she hasn’t
come up and given a confessional in
front of the entire congregation,
beating her chest and rolling in the
dust or maybe throwing ashes in the
air. But she fas gone before her
God in a private place of prayer
and repented in bitlerness and
tears.

Now, be honest with yourself.
What would your reaction be?

Who Is Without 8in? Once you've
honestly answered the above ques-
tion, compare your prejected behav-
ior to that of Jesus Christ in a
similar situation. John & records
how Christ was accosted by a group
of super-righteous scribes and Phar-
isees in the Temple. They brought
before Him a2 woman whe had been
“caught in adultery.” Now you won-
der how these fellows happened to
catch her, but that’s beside the
point. Trying te trap Christ into
contradicting the Mosaic law, they
inquired: “Teacher, this woman.has
been caught in the act of adultery.

g ety



Now in the law Moses commanded
us to stone such. What do you say
about her?” And Jesus, in His wis-
dom, at first ignored them, but fi-
nally replied: “Let him who is
witheut sin among you be the first
to throw a stone at her.” And when
they heard this, “they went away,
one by ene. ...

Then what did Christ do? Did He
say: “Woman, you've really sinned
— and we're going to put you on the
rack and stretch you from here to
next Sunday! And you're going to
pay! Boy. are you going to pay!
You're going to wish you'd never
done that!” That's not what He said,
is 1t?

If there was anyone on the face of
this earth who would have been jus-
tified in putting that woman to
death, it would have been God in
the flesh, Jesus Christ. But this illus-
trates that punishment was nor what
Jesus Christ desired. That wasn’t
His purpose. He said rather: “Nei-
ther do I condemn you; ge, and do
not sin again.”

He didn’t spend hours counseling
her, but He did give some very suc-

A SPIRITUAL
‘POINT OF
NO RETURN?

Can a person ever reach a "'point
of no return™ in his relationship
with God? Is there. an unpar-
denable sin? The bookiet, What
/s The Unpardonable Sin? ex-
plains the Biblical answers to
these questions. For your free
copy, write to The Plain Truth,
Pasadena. CA $1123. Or, if
you live outside the United
States, see back page for the
address nearest you.

cinet advice rhat would preduce life.
He said to go and live in the way
that produces not only fun and en-
joyment und happiness in this life,
but life forever. He didn’t look
down His nose. He didn’t stand up
in righteous indignation and pull up
His robes and start running toward
the hills screaming, “Sin! Sin!” He
didn’t go 1o the Pharisees and stand
on the corner in the marketplace
and begin to spread the whole story
all over Jerusalem. He did what was
best for her at that time — He ex-
tended mercy and kindness and for-
givenesy.

Does God Delight in Punishmeni?
What would your reaction have
been? How does it compare? We as
human beings like to see “justice”
done. We like to see people pun-
ished, especially if the fault or sin
has somehow impinged on our {ree-
dom, hurt us, or taken something
away from us. The natural reaction
is, “Boy, I hope they get theirs!”

Herc is another iilustration: Say
someone you know has been gossip-
ing about you for years, You can’t
make a false move without it being
broadcast alf over the county.

Then this individual goes on vaca-
tion one year, and comes back to find
his home has been broken into. Bur-
glars have walked off with everything
up to and including the kitchen sink.
You hear about it, and you get this
inward feeling ol glee. You're bub-
bling cver with happiness and com-
fort and joy in their adversity. God
has finally avenged you.

But is that the way God works?
He does aflow a lot of things to hap-
pen — time and chance happen 1o
everybody. But God says He doesn’t
even take delight in the death of a
wicked person. It deesn™t make Him
happy to see misfortune happen to
anyone. He says: “[ have no plea-
sure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his way
and live” (Ezek. 33:11).

The basic point is that God's pri-
mary purpoese is not punishment for
wrongdoing., He didn’t create hu-
manity with the potential for evil,
just so He could sit on the edge of
His throre with some sort of spiri-
tuai fly swatter waiting to go swoof!
“gotchal™ everytime somebody gets
a little out of line. But sometimes we
human beings reason this way.

We don't think of punishment
like God does. God uses punish-
ment as a tool — as mercy. He
allows punishment to take place

to get an individual to ook at
his or her actions and evaluate
them.

When people find themselves in a
tight situation, they don’t like iL
Their next logical step is to sit down
and try to fgure out what went
wrong — what they did te produce
the situation they are in. Maybe the
situation isn’t their fault — but then
again maybe they can say, “l did
this, and 1 did that, and now I'm in
this great, huge. ugly mess that
won't go away.” God wants that
person te stop and think about the
way they are living, and to repent
and start living His way.

That is the main reason for pun-

ishment -- to cause pain. because
without pain we would all continue
living the way that produces eternal
death. Se the pain is there, bui it's
there 1o produce life,
How to Help. Now how can we apply
God’s thinking to our relationships
with other people? Suppose we see
someone “overtaken in o trespass”
(Gul. 6:1). He's net in that position
because God wants to provide us
with entertainment S0 We can
watch him squirm, God doesn’t get
delight out of that and neither
should we,

God suys that if we are spiritually
minded we are going o go about
trying to restore that individual.
“looking to ourselves fesl we oo he
tempted.” And  being spirftually
minded meuns asking voursclf if
what vou are about to say or do
with regard to that individual is
something that is going 1o help pro-
duce eternal life for him or her. If
you sce someone with a fault, and
your basic interest is helping. serv-
ing and seeing that person obtain
eternal life. then go ahead and try to
help them. But if it's not — if it’s
anger, or superiority, or disgust, or
anything like that - then be careful.
because perhaps you have no busi-
ness interfering. Just get out of the
way, and let someone who is spiri-
tual (perhaps God or another
human being) step in and try to
help them.

To recap: God is spiritual, If we
are spiritual, we will think the same



way God does, have the same pur-
pose He has. And what is that pur-
pose? Ged s interested in sharing
His life, enlarging his family, bring-
ing us all from this human plane to
the God plane where we can live
forever with Him and share what
He has to share. That’s His interest;
that’s His motive and Intent; that’s
His purpose in life now. That’s why
Jesus Christ came and died.

If. you have any other purpose
than that, and claim that you are
spiritual, then there is scmething
wrong with your reasoning. Because
everything that God is doing . for
vou, and has done, is being done
with that purpese in mind. And
that’s the cnd result He expects —
you in the Kingdom, and your
brother there tco.

So, when you see your brother

overtaken in a fault. ask youscif:
“Do 1 really seek his good? Am |
concerned about his eternal life? Is
that why I'm getting involved? Is
that why I'm thinking what I'm
thinking?” If you cun answer yes to
those questions, and have this as
your overriding purpose, then you
can go ahead and help point your
brother in the direction that leads to
life, a
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